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Tree of heaven

Ailanthus altissima

(R18)

-Native to China

-Introduced during the 19t century

-First occurrence in forests: ca. 1920
-Strong regeneration

-High drought tolerance

Photo: M. Conedera (2003)
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Current distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland

Presence in Switzerland (45 002)

Presence in Liechtenstein (50)
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Modelled distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland
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Projected distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland

RCP 45 moderate climate scenario (IPCC)
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Projected distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland

RCP 45 moderate climate scenario (IPCC)

2070-2099

Source: Gurtner (2015), Gurtner & Wunder (2015)
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Risk 1: Reduced biodiversity

Photos: M. Conedera
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Risk 2: Reduced forest stability
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Abbildung 1: Kernfiule bei den gefillten Gétterbiumen in SanVittore. (Bild: Luca Plozza)

Plozza & Schmid, Blindnerwald 2012 Photo: J. Wunder
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Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project)

www.wsl.ch/alienproject
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Better management of neophytic trees in Switzerland & Central Europe
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